
 
Next Sunday will be the first Sunday of  Winter!  And once more 
the great cycle of life with its many seasons turns our thoughts 
towards God the Creator of it all. I wonder if we ever stop for a 
moment and ponder just why our planet Earth is tilted at just the 
right angle and is just the right distance from the Sun to give us 
the seasons and indeed life itself.  Perhaps you think it is merely 
a coincidence! 
 
Like all the other amazing coincidences  that must come 
together like air and water and all the other things we so often 
take for granted. The more we learn about the mysteries of life, 
the more we realize what we don’t know. But slowly, steadily 
growing in our human hearts is the awareness that something 
(Someone??) is behind the outpouring of Creation.  Dare we call 
this Being  “Our Father”?   
 
For if we do we must simultaneously recognise our innate 
Oneness with All that IS; that even in the humblest child of earth, 
there is a glorious, mysterious story unfolding. 
 
Behind all the wonder, the complexity of life-forms, the beauty of 
sunrises and sunsets, beyond the billions of galaxies, there is 
something so simple, yet so profound that we can barely 
comprehend it.  
 
There is a Love that permeates the Universe, holding it all 
together; a Love that makes no distinctions, but exults, suffers, 
and supports always in all ways and in all places, and in all 
times. 
 
Call this what you will—I call it 
GOD. 
   
God’s love to you all  
 
Fr George 

 

The Abbey Church Epistle 
1-63 The Abbey Place, Caboolture Q 4510 (Ph: 5495 1565) 

JUNE 

2   Ascension Sunday 

9.30  and 6pm 

9 Wihtsunday  9.30 and 6pm 

12 Morning of Prayer 9.30am 

13 Benediction 

16   Trinity Sunday 9.30 and 6pm 

23 Vigil of Divine Father 6pm 

23     Discussion Evening 7pm 

24 Festival of the Divine Father 

       6.30am  12 noon, 7.15 pm 

27    Benediction 

29  Abbey Medieval Banquet 

(Volunteers for washing up 

always welcome!) 

30 Sunday Services. 9.30 and 6pm 

JULY (quick look ahead) 

6 Abbey Medieval Banquet  

7 Sunday Services 

11      Benediction 

13/14  Abbey Medieval Tournament 

21      Sunday Services 

21 Church BBQ 

25     Benediction 

28     Sunday Services and 

Discussion Evening 

Sunday Services  
  9.30am   Holy Communion 
  6.00pm   Evensong 
   

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
We extend our well wishes to all 

the congregation members 
who celebrate their birthday 

in June and July! 

June  July 2019 



He said “Love…as I have loved you.” We cannot love too much. 

Thanks to all 
those in our 
congregation 

who continue to 
contribute 

towards our 
Organ Appeal. 
We have raised  
$17, 420  so far. 
God bless you 

for your 
generousity. 

The Abbey Church became a member of the Qld Faith Communities Council’ last year.  
Their Mission is to advance interfaith understanding and  this is done by providing 
opportunities for education and dialogue. 
 
Therefore we are very pleased to announce a series of visits to the places of worship 
which is open to us as Members. They are at times when communities have gathered 
which means that visitors have the opportunity to both experience worship and meet 
the members of those communities. 
 
We are very grateful to the following for hosting these events and encourage our Congregation 
to attend if they are interested. 
 

Hosting Organization: International Society for Krishna Consciousness 
(Hare Krishna) 
Venue: ISKCON Temple, 32 Jennifer St. Seventeen Mile Rocks QLD 4073 Day and Time: Saturday 8 
June, 5.30 pm - 8 pm 
 
Hosting Organization: The Religious Society of Friends (Quakers)  
Venue: RSF Meeting House, 10 Hampson Street, Kelvin Grove Day and Time: Sunday 30 June, 10am 
 
Hosting Organization: Islamic Council of Queensland 
Venue: Bosnian Mosque, 2647 Logan Road, Eight Mile Plains Day and Time: Friday 12 July, 7pm - 8pm 
 
Hosting Organization: The Church of Jesus Christ of the Latter-day Saints 
Venue: Kangaroo Point Chapel, 200 River Terrace, Kangaroo Point Day and Time: Sunday 28 July, 
8:45am – 11am 
 
Hosting Organization: Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies 
Venue: Brisbane Hebrew Congregation Synagogue, 98 Margaret Street, Brisbane Day and Time: Friday 

Here is a beautiful story of a man who accepted Jesus’ invitation to come to Him and find rest for his soul.  May we, too, 
hear and respond.  
.. an old man … lay dying.  When the priest came to anoint him, he noticed an empty chair at the man's bedside and 

asked him who had just been by visiting. The sick man replied, "I place Jesus on that chair, and I talk to him."  For 

years, he told the priest, he had found it extremely difficult to pray until a friend explained that prayer was just a mat-

ter of talking with Jesus.   

The friend suggested he imagine Jesus sitting in a chair where he could speak with Him and listen to what He said in 

reply. “I have had no trouble praying ever since.” 

 

Was the old man now sharing his fear of death, knowing that Jesus would feel what he was feeling? Was he agonizing 

over the grief his loved ones would experience, knowing that Jesus had been there? Was he praying for courage in the 

face of devouring death, knowing that Jesus sweated blood in the night? 

Some days later, the daughter of this man came to the parish house to inform the priest that her father had just died. 

She said, “Because he seemed so content, I left him alone for a couple of hours. When I got back to the room, I found 

him dead. I noticed a strange thing though: his head was resting not on the bed but on an empty chair that was be-

side his bed.” 



Let us love, not in word or speech but in truth and action            1 John 3:18 

CHURCH NEWS 
Our Discussion Evenings have been very 
successful this year with around 15 – 20 people 
attending. Entertaining and challenging but always 
thought provoking comments were made.    
TONIGHT MAY 26 7pm 

 Is pain and suffering necessary for spiritual growth? 

JUNE 23  What does Love thy neighbour as thyself 

mean?  

JULY 28  How do we create peace in the world.? 

AUGUST  25 What is the purpose of life? 

SEPTEMBER 29 What right  do we have to defend 

ourselves? 

OCTOBER 27 The kingdom of God is within you.  What 

does this mean? 

NOVEMBER 24  Do my actions create my future? 

 

 

REST IN PEACE 
During June we are thinking of those 
dearly departed loved ones and 
friends of our Congregation mem-
bers— Ank Blankenspoor  
Maria Leitner   Heather de Prada  
Arthur Witherell Dawn Simmons 
George Howes  
 
During the month of July - Maria 
Janse  Paul Wallace   Richard Web-
ster    Joyce Robinson   Michelle 
Webber     Mercia Fingleton   Robyn 
de Regt and  Chris Otley 

 
I was encouraged when I realized that the words 
silent and listen are made up of the same letters.   
 
Silence isn't made up of a desperate determination 
to shut out all noise, both inside and outside our-
selves, so that we can be free of distractions and 
hear the pure voice of God feeding us words of in-
spiration and peace.  If we only look for that rare 
and special experience the more likely result will be 
failure and disillusion.   
 
Silence is a quiet patient listening that doesn’t 
struggle with distractions but looks over their shoul-
der.  It doesn’t become anxious when nothing is 
heard, but keeps returning to a chosen key word or 
phrase that anchors the heart.   
 
Silence isn’t looking for results, feelings and words 
of honey: through it, though, we offer ourselves to 
God, the Absolute, or whatever shape we give to 
the spiritual core of life.  Stillness gives us the 
space to absorb rather than to process, to receive 
rather than to analyse.  The heart of it is the ‘being 
there’ and the hardest task of all is turning away 
from our obsession with ourselves in order to stay 
with the moment and attend to the Other. 



Join Us In Prayer  
We continue to pray for ALL those who are sick. 
Please send light and healing to all those on our 
prayer list especially for Br Edward as he 
recovers from surgery for a total knee 
replacement. 

“God has a purpose behind every problem. He uses circumstances to develop our character. In 

fact, he depends more on circumstances to make us like Jesus than he depends on our reading 

the Bible.                                                                                                                              Rick Warren 

The Best Way To Pray 

A priest, a minister and a guru sat discussing the 

best positions for prayer, while a telephone re-

pairman worked nearby 

 

"Kneeling is definitely the best way to pray," the 

priest said. 

"No," said the minister. "I get the best results 

standing with my hands outstretched to Heaven." 

"You're both wrong," the guru said. "The most ef-

fective prayer position is lying down on the floor." 

 

The repairman could contain himself no longer. 

"Hey, fellas," he interrupted. "The best prayin' I 

ever did was when I was hangin' upside down 

from a telephone pole."  

An article in National Geographic several years ago provided a penetrating picture of God's wings. After 
a forest fire in Yellowstone National Park, forest rangers began their trek up a mountain to assess the in-
ferno's damage. One ranger found a bird literally petrified in ashes, perched statuesquely on the ground at 
the base of a tree. 
Somewhat sickened by the eerie sight, he knocked over the bird with a stick. When he gently struck it, 
three tiny chicks scurried from under their dead mother's wings. The loving mother, keenly aware of im-
pending disaster, had carried her offspring to the base of the tree and had gathered them under her wings, 
instinctively knowing that the toxic smoke would rise. 
She could have flown to safety but refused to abandon her babies. When the blaze had arrived and the 
heat had scorched her small body, the mother had remained steadfast. 
Because she had been willing to die, those under the cover of her wings would live. 
"He will cover you with his feathers, and under his wings you will find refuge." - Psalm 91:4  

Challenges  and  Tensions 
We pray for all those who experience tensions 
and unresolved challenges in their relation-
ships. Whether in their own hearts, at home, 
church, neighbourhood or community.  We pray 
for reconciliation, healing and peace, through 
collaborative and healthy relationships. 

The Weaver 
My life is but a weaving 
Between my Lord and me; 
I cannot choose the colors 
He worketh steadily. 
 
Oft times He weaveth sorrow 
And I, in foolish pride, 
Forget He sees the upper, 
And I the under side. 
 
Not til the loom is silent 
And the shuttles cease to fly, 
Shall God unroll the canvas 
And explain the reason why. 
 
The dark threads are as needful 
In the Weaver’s skillful hand, 
As the threads of gold and silver 
In the pattern He has planned. 
 
The dark threads are as needful 
In the skillful Weaver's Hand 
As the golden threads of silver 
He has patterned in His Plan.  


