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On Friday,15 March, mosques in Christchurch were filled with people who gathered for
Friday prayers. They were fathers, mothers, grandparents, daughters and sons. Each
and every one of them should have returned home safe to their families.
Instead, 50 people attended their last prayer. The funerals are currently still happening
while dozens remain in hospital, many in a critical condition, and those who survived
must live with the trauma of having witnessed this horrific act of terror.
Our collective community is in mourning, our hearts weighed down by grief..
Our Multi Faith Centre was invited to attend the Vigil on Saturday 23 March . We thank
Father Thomas for his attendance and the thoughts he offered which provoked us to
consider our own personal way forward and to consider that we are all human beings –
irrespective of what we think and believe, Our thanks to Father Hugh who also offered
words encouragement and meaningful and relevant prayers. All contributions were
much appreciated by all hose who were there. Our thanks to all those who attended
from our College, Church, Museum and our friends from their association with our Multi
Faith Centre.
All those who attended represented diversity, kindness, and compassion.
I'd like to share with you Jacinda Ardern’s following words which are provoking as well.
At the heart of what happened in Christchurch is fear, intolerance and bigotry. We
cannot pretend that hate speech and racism, which is becoming more normalised in
our politics and in our society, has nothing to do with this attack in New Zealand.
But hate is not who we are. There may be a lot of anger in this world, but there is a lot
more love. To all those who feel helpless right now: you are not powerless.
Each of us can - and must - help stop the spread of bigotry and fear. We do that by
standing together, acting with integrity and compassion, and using our voice and our
vote in a way that reflects those values.
Survivors of that Friday’s attack have come out with messages of love for their country
and fellow Kiwis. In the midst of what they’re going through - the pain, loss and turmoil
- their courage is incredibly inspiring.
I believe it is now our responsibility to follow their lead.
So from this week onwards, I want to invite you to be brave and be active. Ask
yourself, “How can I help promote
understanding and unity?”
We can each play a part in stopping
things like this from happening again,
by talking about the things and values
we have in common - and not the
things that make us different - we can
help to shift people's negative
attitudes.
Act each day for true and lasting world
peace.
Blessings to you all
Sr Veronica

APRIL
APR 3 Early Communion
APR 8 Holiday program The Romans
(Monday to Friday)
APR 10 Early Communion 5.30am
APR 10 Morning of Prayer 9.30am
APR 11 Benediction 7.15pm
APR 14 PALM SUNDAY
APR 17 Service for Preparation
7.15pm
APR 18 Maundy Thursday 7.15pm
APR 19 Good Friday 3 Services
APR 20 Quiet Saturday 7.15pm
APR 21 Easter
Sunday
APR 25 ANZAC Day
APR 27 AM Friends Presentation
APR 28 Sunday Services 9.30am
6pm and Discussion Evening
7pm
MAY (quick look ahead)
MAY 5
MAY 8

Church BBQ
Morning Prayer 9.30am

MAY 9

Benediction 7.15pm

MAY 12 Mother’s Day
MAY 16 Confraternity Meeting 7.15pm
MAY 18 Regency Ball
MAY 23 Benediction
May 26

SUNDAY SERVICES 9.30am, 6pm
Discussion Evening 7pm

30 May

Ascension Thursday
Early Communion 5.30am

“Forgiveness is unlocking the door to set someone free and realizing you were the prisoner !” Max Lucado
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Attitude is everything so pick a good one.
Mother’s Love for a Boy

If out of the sixteen waking
hours of the ordinary day we
spend fifteen hours and fiftyfive minutes dealing with
material things and give five
minutes to spiritual things,
the material things will likely
seem a hundred times as
real as the spiritual.
Dean Inge

Women’s
Morning of
Prayer

One day Thomas Edison came home and gave a paper to
his mother. He told her, “My teacher gave this paper to
me and told me to only give it to my mother.” His
mother’s eyes were tearful as she read the letter out
loud to her child, “Your son is a genius. This school is
too small for him and doesn’t have enough good
teachers for training him. Please teach him yourself.”
Many years after Edison’s mother had died, Edison had
become one of the greatest inventors of the century.
One day he was going through the old closet and he
found a folded letter which was given to him by his
teacher for his mother. He opened it. The message
written on the letter was, “Your son is mentally ill. We
cannot let him attend our school anymore. He is
expelled.”

Go peacefully, in gentleness, through the violence of these days.
Give freely, show tenderness in all your ways.

Through darkness, in troubled times, let integrity be
Edison became emotional reading it and then he wrote your aim.
in his diary, “Thomas Alva Edison was a mentally ill
child whose mother turned him into the genius of the Seek wisdom,
let
century.”
faithfulness
burn like a
Moral: A Mother’s love and upbringing can help change
flame ..." (Paul
the destiny of a child.

Are you free on the
second Wednesday of
each month?
Come along for an
hour of prayer and
sharing with us.
Fr George
accompanies our
singing on his guitar
and there’s a shared
morning tea
afterwards.
Edith has prepared a
booklet for the year
which contains the
themes for each
month
space to pen some
notes
and great ideas to
take home and share
with others.
All are welcome
Wednesday morning
9.30am
10th April
and
8th May

All three Sisters are now Assistant Deaconess - Sister Veronica and Sister Maria
were ordained on 6th January and Sister Hilda on 3rd February. They have been
on this journey through the Minor Order since 2011 and are preparing now to take
their final step and become Deaconesses by the end of this year.
Please keep them in your prayers.

To make a difference in someone’s life you don’t have to be brilliant, rich
beautiful or perfect , you have to care
Mandy Hale
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Topics for the Discussion Evenings this year
APRIL 28 Do we have the right to choose to
die?

To all those Church and
Congregation members who
bring along something to
share for morning tea ,
please accept our thanks for
your kindness. WE also
appreciate those who clean
up and are at the kitchen
sink washing up. We value
your service.to us

MAY 26 Is pain and suffering necessary for
spiritual growth?
JUNE 23 What does Love thy neighbour as
thyself mean?
JULY 28 How do we create peace in the world.?
AUGUST 25 What is the purpose of life?
SEPTEMBER 29 What right do we have to
defend ourselves?
OCTOBER 27 The kingdom of God is within
you. What does this mean?
NOVEMBER 24
future?

Do my actions create my

Good Friday Services in our
Church—9.15am, 11.50am,
Meditation from 6pm onwards.
Easter Sunday
Services 6am,
9.30 am
and 6pm.

Easter is always a time for revelation.
I wish you encouragement and inspiration.
May the emptiness of Good Friday
Be refilled by the promise that Easter morning has fulfilled.
May the joy of Easter morning be a kind light,
May the peace of Easter shine around you at night.
May this peace and joy fill the hearts of all you know,
Filling empty places wherever they may go. Easter Space by Paul Francis
Throughout April and May we are remembering the souls of dearly loved members and family and
friends of our congregation - Wally Short and Maurice Cuffe (6th April), Butch Vickers 13th April
Tina Clark 22nd April, Sister Martha and Sr Helena, (30th April) Ted Parker and Steve O’Connell
(7th May), Agnes Vickers 20th May
and Glad Cavanagh 30th May.

O Risen Lord, who in your first
appearance to Mary was mistaken for
the gardener: Be present with us, and
show yourself to us in all our mistakes
and uncertainties.
O Risen Lord, who appeared to your
dejected disciples on the road to
Emmaus, and opened to them the
scriptures, so that their hearts burned
within them: Be present with us, and set
our hearts on fire with love for you.
O Risen Lord, who gave to your
distraught followers the assurance of
healing and forgiveness; Be present with
us and bring together all Christians in
peace and harmony.
O Risen Lord, who mindful of the needs
of your disciples, prepared a meal by the
Sea of Galilee; Be present with us and
make yourself known to us in all acts of
hospitality and sharing.

BECOME LOVE
SONG OF
THE JARRAH
Master, incomparable wood turner,
you take tough jarrah like me
and from it fashion things more
beautiful
than eye has seen or ear heard.

Join Us In Prayer

O Risen Lord, who in your final
appearance on the Mount of Olives, lifted
up hands of blessing on all people; Be
present with us and grant that our
prayers may be taken up on behalf of the
whole world.
Wishing everyone the Blessings of
the Risen Lord this Easter

Some days you uncover in me
a grain pattern fine and elegant
which I never knew I possessed.
Sometimes you work patiently
through sap holes, knots, or rogue
grain,
spinning contours of love in spite of
all.
Carpenter, irrepressible craftsman,
you even became jarrah in the lathe
in order to share the pain of the
misshapen,
the joy of the new-shaped,
and the love song of jarrah’s Creator.
(Australian Prayers B D Prewer and
Open Book Publishers)

We remember all those people
who need our prayers and good
thoughts on our prayer list, especially Sr Catherine, Fr Hugh,
Sister Anne, Madonna Pease,
John Scott, Robyn Hannelt, Pat- We appreciate the continuous
rick Goos, Thomas Langdon and generosity and donations
Lyn Edwards.
to our organ fund—$17, 350

