Abbey church epistle
Welcome to 2018! I thought that I would share this
story with you as it’s the start of a new year when we
tend to take some time to think about our journey
through life. You might have already written down
some resolutions for the year, which lies like a field
of untrodden snow before us all.
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There’s a message for us all in this story which I
found very inspirational and true!
One day not too long ago the employees of a large
company returned from their lunch break and were
greeted with a sign on the front door. The sign said
“Yesterday the person who has been hindering your
growth in this company passed away”. We invite you
to join the funeral in the room that has been prepared in the gym. At first everyone was sad to hear
that one of their colleagues had died, but after a
while they started getting curious about who this person might be. The excitement grew as the employees
arrived at the gym to pay their last respects. Everyone wondered “Who is this person who was hindering
my progress? Well, at least he’s no longer here!”
One by one the employees got closer to the coffin and
when they looked inside it they suddenly became
speechless. They stood over the coffin, shocked and
in silence, as if someone had touched the deepest
part of their soul.
There was a mirror inside the coffin : everyone who
looked inside it, could see himself. There was also a
sign next to the mirror that said: “There is only one
person who is capable to set limits to your growth: it
is YOU”
You are the only person who can revolutionize your
life. You are the only person who can influence your
happiness, your realization and your success. You are
the only person who can help yourself. Your life does
not change when your boss changes, when your
friends change, when your parents change, when
your partner changes, when your company changes.
You are the only person who can revolutionize your
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life. You are the only person who can help yourself. Your life changes when YOU change, when
you go beyond your limiting beliefs, when you
realize that you’re the only one responsible for
your life. My blessings to each and everyone of
you as you enter into the year ahead.
Fr George
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Church News

A thought
for
January
Long after the angels disappear into
the heavens,
the shepherds return to their
flocks,
the Magi journey
home and
the great
star sets,
Jesus remains.

2017 saw the Abbey
Church Guild members make a decision
to cease the Guild.
We’d like to take this
opportunity
to
acknowledge all the
many outcomes
achieved throughout
the history of this organization—initially
named as the Church
Activity Group in the
early 70’s. This organization has been
responsible for providing significant upkeep
to the Hall and

Church during these
years, through people’s
personal donations,
grants and fundraising
efforts.

Church to be recarpeted, insulated and
reroofed as well as the
many consumables in
the form of hosts, incense, candles, polish,
There has been ongo- vestments when reing maintenance in the quired and many vacutoilet block as well as um cleaners. A hearty
an upgrade to
thank you to all those
the septic syswho contributed in any
tem. The front
way to these projects.
guttering on the Hall
has been replaced and
the Hall painted.
The Guild has provided
the opportunity for the

An elderly carpenter was ready to retire. He told his employer-contractor of his plans
to leave the house building business and live a more leisurely life with his wife enjoying
his extended family. He would miss the paycheck, but he needed to retire. They could
get by.
The contractor was sorry to see his good worker go and asked if he could build just one
more house as a personal favour. The carpenter said yes, but in time it was easy to see
that his heart was not in his work. He resorted to shoddy workmanship and used inferior materials. It was an unfortunate way to end his career.
When the carpenter finished his work and the builder came to inspect the house, the
contractor handed the front-door key to the carpenter. "This is your house," he said,
"my gift to you.
"What a shock! What a shame! If he had only known he was building his own house, he
would have done it all so differently. Now he had to live in the home he had built none
too well.
So it is with us. We build our lives in a distracted way, reacting rather than acting, willing to put up less than the best. At important points we do not give the job our best
effort. Then with a shock we look at the situation we have created and find that we are
now living in the house we have built. If we had realized that we would have done it
differently.
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At this time of the year
it’s good to acknowledge
that much is done quietly
by a number of people
who volunteer their time
to the Abbey Church precinct— doing the gardening, mowing and blowing
the leaves off the pathways and elsewhere.
Thank you. Volunteers

also make the baptismal
robes, and help with the
cleaning and vacuuming,
arranging flowers, and
generally preparing the
Church for all our special
events. Thank you.
To all those organizing
teas and coffee, cooking,
providing goodies and
setting up for all those
social activities during
the year in the Hall.
Thank you! For those
who spread fellowship
and friendship each Sunday over a cuppa, have
assisted in anyway meeting and greeting people
at the door of the Church
on Sunday, served for the
clergy at Baptisms and
Communion and played
the organ Thank you.

We extend our appreciation to all our
Clergy who give their time, energy and
love in preparing sermons, sharing with
people in need, and taking Services
here and elsewhere, which all require an
enormous amount of empathy, compassion and devotion.

In December we celebrated the completion of an amazing ten year project to
conserve every stained glass window in
the Church.
We thank God for His abundant blessing
to the Abbey Museum through donations, grants and various fundraising
projects to make this a memorable
achievement. Congratulations.

Christmas Wrapping at the Bribie Island Shopping Centre
A very big thank you to all who generously gave their time to assist
with the gift wrapping on Bribie Island in the two weeks before
Christmas, not only was it an opportunity to raise some
funds for the Abbey Museum, but it was also a chance
to spread some Christmas cheer and positivity. It was a
very successful time and so once again we thank all
those involved. An amazing $1940 was raised!!
Our first Church BBQ will
be held on 7th January
when we celebrate the visit
of the Three Kings to
Bethlehem. Come along
and enjoy fellowship and fun
with our Church family in
the Hall. Sausages are gluten free.
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Think of yourself as the carpenter. Think about your house.
Each day you hammer a nail, place a board, or erect a wall.
Build wisely. It is the only life you will ever build. Even if you
live it for only one day more, that day deserves to be lived
graciously and with dignity. The plaque on the wall says,
"Life is a do-it-yourself project." Your life tomorrow will be
the result of your attitudes and the choices you make today.

“IHS” and “XPS” This monogram
consists of the Greek letters iota,
eta, and sigma, the first three
letters of the name Iesous (Greek
for Jesus), the letters of which are
also used to spell out the Latin
phrase “Iesous Hominem Salvator,”
Jesus, savior of men, and second
letters of ΧΡιστός (Christus).
At the lower right a kneeling angel
holds a shield bearing the arms of
Edward I (gules three lions passant
guardant or.)
The window is English and was
made by Edward Frampton in
1920.
Edward Frampton (1850-1923) was
a famous stained glass artist and
sculptor whose work is in Windsor
castle. He worked together with 20
other glass painters in his studio in
London.
Because
of
this
collaboration, not many of his
works are signed. His most famous
work was made for the Cathedral
of John the Baptist in Boulder,
Colorado, destroyed by fire in
1902.

St Michael the Archangel
Above the main door is one of the
most impressive stained glass
windows in the Abbey Church. It is
the standing figure of St Michael as
Weigher of Souls. He is depicted in
full armour, holding a balance in his
left hand, a banner inscribed “St.
Michael” in his right. Above is a holy
crown and the sacred monograms
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Saint Michael is an archangel in
Jewish, Christian and Islamic
traditions and is viewed as the field
commander of the Army of God.
He is the patron saint of warriors
and soldiers.

ANNIVERSARY
We remember Bill Meacham
whose anniversary we celebrated on 1st January (2014).

Anybody wishing to become actively involved in the Community is
welcome to make enquiries by contacting the Church.
A DDRESS:
T EL:

1 - 6 3 The Abbey Place, Caboolture Qld 4510
07-5495 1565
E MAIL:
stmichaelschurch@bigpond.com

