
The first Sunday in Winter!  And once more the great cycle of life 
with its many seasons turns our thoughts towards God the 
Creator of it all. I wonder if we ever stop for a moment and 
ponder just why our planet Earth is tilted at just the right angle 
and is just the right distance from the Sun to give us the 
seasons and indeed life itself.  Perhaps you think it is merely a 
coincidence! 
 
Like all the other amazing coincidences  that must come 
together like air and water and all the other things we so often 
take for granted. The more we learn about the mysteries of life, 
the more we realize what we don’t know. But slowly, steadily 
growing in our human hearts is the awareness that something 
(Someone??) is behind the outpouring of Creation.  Dare we call 
this Being  “Our Father”?   
 
For if we do we must simultaneously recognise our innate 
Oneness with All that IS; that even in the humblest child of earth, 
there is a glorious, mysterious story unfolding. 
 
Behind all the wonder, the complexity of life-forms, the beauty of 
sunrises and sunsets, beyond the billions of galaxies, there is 
something so simple, yet so profound that we can barely 
comprehend it.  
 
There is a Love that permeates the Universe, holding it all 
together; a Love that makes no distinctions, but exults, suffers, 
and supports always in all ways and in all places, and in all 
times. 
 
Call this what you 
will—I call it GOD.   
God’s love to you all  
 
Fr George 

 

The Abbey Church Epistle 
1-63 The Abbey Place, Caboolture Q 4510 (Ph: 5495 1565) 

JUNE 

8 Morning of 

Prayer 9.30am 

9 Benediction 

10 QUIET GARDEN 

12    Sunday Service at which Sr 

Maria and Sr Veronica are taking 

Minor Orders—The Order of Exorcist 

19 Sunday Services 

20 The Abbey Church Guild 

7.15pm 

23   Vigil of Divine Father 7.15pm 

24 Festival of the Divine Father 

       6.30am  12 noon, 7.15 pm 

25   Abbey Medieval Banquet 

(Volunteers for washing up 

always welcome!) 

26 Evensong 6pm followed by 

the discussion evening. 

JULY (quick look ahead) 

2      Abbey Medieval Banquet  

9/10 Abbey Medieval Tournament 

17    Church BBQ 

21 Confraternity Meeting 

23 Abbey Museum Trivia Night 

14 and 28 Benediction 

Sunday Services  
  9.30am   Holy Communion 
  6.45pm   Evensong 
  9.15am   Sunday School (1st and 3rd Sun) 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
We extend our well wishes to all 

the congregation members 
who celebrate their birthday 

in June! 

June 2016 



Preach the Gospel at all times and when necessary, use words… St Francis of Assisi 

CHURCH NEWS 

The talk on the Stained Glass in the Abbey 

Church last month was well attended. Thirty 

people joined us for morning tea outside the 

Church in our beautiful gardens.  Our thanks 

to those who provided the morning tea! 

Michael discussed three panels of glass and 
the stories of the owners and their history.  A 
fascinating combination of facts about our 
glass—a treasure for us to enjoy every time 
we enter the Church. 
 
THE ST ALBANS WINDOW IN THE CHURCH  

On the southern side of the Abbey Church is a 
standing figure of St Alban in full armour, holding 
the martyr’s palm in his right hand and a long 
sword in his left. At the lower left is a votive scroll 
reading “Pray for us”.  
St Alban, is considered to be the first martyr of 

Britain, c. 304. The common account of the 

martyrdom of St. Alban is dated to Bede's 

"Ecclesiastical History". According to this 

manuscript, St. Alban was a pagan living at 

Verulamium (modern St. Albans in Hertfordshire), 

when a persecution of the Christians broke out. A 

certain priest fleeing for his life took refuge in 

Alban's house. Alban sheltered him, and after 

some days, moved by his example, he was himself 

baptised. Later on, when the governor's 

emissaries came to search the house, Alban 

disguised himself in the cloak of his guest and 

gave himself up in his place. He was dragged 

before the judge, 

scourged, and, when he 

would not deny his 

faith, condemned to 

death.  Saint Alban is 

commonly depicted as a 

soldier with a very large 

cross and a sword. The 

window is attributed to 

English stained glass 

artist Frederic C Eden, 

and dates to the early 

20th century. 

St Albans Feast Day  in 

the Church Calendar is 

22nd June  

 

 

June is a very special month conjuring in our minds 

visions of roses, the onset of Winter, cosy 

firesides, and warm fleecy clothes.  In our Church 

it brings to mind the festival of the Divine Father.  

Do we think of our Heavenly Father enough?  The 

One who gives us the sun for warmth, the moon to 

light our way through the darkness, the flowers, 

the trees, the miracle of birth, and the myriad of 

everyday things we take so much for granted.  Let us take a few minutes each and 

every day to look at the sunrise or the sunset, listen to the rapturous song of a bird, 

or marvel at the beauty and fragrance of a flower which has arisen from a tiny seed 

and thank Him for his wondrous Power and Love. 

Lovely thoughts written by Reverend Mother 2008 

 
 



Doubt kills more dreams than failure ever will.  Anon 

CHURCH NEWS 
Our Discussion Evening was a successful 
event with nearly 20 people attending.  
Entertaining and challenging but always 
thought provoking comments were made.  
How about you become part of the next one 
June 26th 6.30 after Evensong at 6pm.  
We have organized the following dates for 
discussion evenings for the rest of the year 
Please put these on your Calendar 24 July, 
25th September,23rd October, 27th November.  
Starting at 6.30pm .  See you there! 
Fr George  was invited to attend the 
Consecration of Fr Richard Taylor on 29 
May at the  Liberal Catholic Church at St 
Albans.   It was a wonderful occasion with 
clergy from Australia and Most Reverend  
Graham Wale Presiding Bishop from 
France being present. This photo shows Fr 
George with Bishop Graham Preston from 
Brisbane and Bishop James White from 
Perth.   Both these Bishops have been to 
our  Church and have been long-time 
friends of  Fr. George over many years. We 
send our prayers to Bishop Richard in his 
new role. 

May the 
door of my 
heart be ev-
er on the 
latch for 
Thee, my 
Master , And 
the house of 
my soul be 
ever pre-
pared to re-
ceive Thee 
into any 

room which Thou wouldst enter. 
Written inside a liturgy belonging to D. Hollan-
dal date 13.8.61 

 

REST IN PEACE 
 
This month we are thinking of those dearly 
departed loved ones and friends of our 
Congregation members— Margaret Tuck-
ey 2nd, Ank Blankenspoor 2nd, Joan Saun-
ders 8th,  Maria Leitner 16th,  and Heather 
de Prada 28th .  



Join Us In Prayer  
We continue to pray for those who are sick and 
more particularly this month Dawn Raeck , 
Christine Hahn,  Patrick Goos, Robyn Hannelt, 
Madonna Pease,  Rob Bettridge, Gordon Jones, 

RELIGIOUS TRADITION 
While every religious tradition has both external 
and inner aspects, the aim of each is the 
transformation of the whole being.  The insights 
and understandings that ring true and carry the 
vibration of an inner meaning can provide 
guidance and support for our Quest.  But a 
mere mechanical repetition of forms which were 
once charged with great energy can take us 
away from the heart of the teaching.  Every 
tradition must change and evolve; it has to be 
reinterpreted and re understood by successive 
generations in order to maintain its relevance 
and application.  Ravi Ravindra 

Quiet Garden 
Friday 10 June at 9.30 am 

Facilitator - Judith Kennedy 
 

A Quiet Garden is not a display garden. It is a place for anyone wanting to draw aside from 
their busy lives for a moment just to rest, think, pray, reflect, meditate or simply “be”. 

We use the beautiful grounds around the Abbey Church and seek to understand what the 
garden is saying to us in our spiritual journey.  

The Quiet Garden commences at 9.30am with morning tea on the Abbey verandah. You and 
your friends are invited to our first Quiet Garden experience themed “How does God speak 
to you in the garden” which will commence at 10.30am af-
ter our shared morning tea.  

Come along and spend some time meeting new people, 
gathering together in fellowship and prayer, and perhaps 
encountering the ‘divine’ so that we can learn to see the 
world in which we live as a place where Heaven and Earth 

exist side by side  Quiet places... HOW DO WE ENCOUN-
TER GOD IN NATURE?          

ALL ARE WELCOME 
Please bring something for Morning Tea to share .  The Abbey Church 1-63 The Abbey Place Ca-

boolture For more information please call 54951565 or email stmichael’schurch@bigpond.com 

“Faith is not the belief that God will do what you want. It is the belief that God will do what is 

right.”  Max Lacado 


