The Abbey Church Epistle
TRIBUTE TO SISTER
HELENA
Sister Helena was called
to Higher Service on
Saturday 30th April. We
farewell her tomorrow
with the Celebration of
her life at 3.30pm in our
Abbey Church, which she
loved so much. She will
be buried here in the
grounds surrounded by
the gardens in which she worked and spent many happy
hours. Although she is continuing her work for God in higher
realms, she will be sadly missed, but we know that her
presence will be felt as we wander through the Abbey
gardens that she enjoyed. Sister Helena lived a life that
showed forth her faith and spiritual commitment, making
many personal sacrifices during the course of her 89 years.
One thing that never changed in Sr Helena’s life was her
dedication and commitment to do God’s Work wherever she
was, whether at the Abbey or at Sunnymeade Park. Her
radiant smile brought sunshine to the lives of people
throughout her life, especially in her last few years, when all
she had to offer was that lovely smile, despite her physical
handicap and pain. She will be remembered with much love
by us all, and even though we feel sadness at what seems to
be our separation, we know that there can never be any real
separation from those we love. We know that as she loved
her garden on earth, she is now residing in God’s garden
where Light and Love surround her, free from all pain, united
with loved ones continuing the Work that she held so dear to
her heart. May the seed of hope planted in joyful memories
begin to flower within us. We thank her for her valuable part
in our lives. Rest in Peace Sister Helena!
Blessings to you all ….Fr George

MAY 2016
STAINED GLASS TALK
Join Us On

15 May at 11.30am
For a talk by Michael Strong
about the story of the Stained
Glass in our Abbey Church.
Morning tea will be served before the
talk commences

Topic: The Relevance of God in
Today’s World
Sunday
22 May
At 6.30 pm
Following evening service that
commences at 6.00 pm
This is an evening of sharing
thoughts, listening to others and
being open to possibilities. What
do you think? What does God
mean to you? Come share your
thoughts.
Venue: The Abbey House (next to
the church)
For more information contact: Fr
George on 54951565 or email
stmichaelschurch@bigpond.com
ALL WELCOME
www.abbeychurch.com.au
Follow us on
Facebook
theabbeycommunity.caboolture

Welcome to the Abbey Church. We are an inclusive community where spiritual values are
paramount and a questioning mind encouraged.
We hope your time with us is special. Please join us after the Service for tea or coffee.

Even if you’re on the right track– you’ll get run over if you just sit there. Arthur Goodfrey
As it is the Month of Mary I thought that you might be interested to read about
one of the most significant panels in the Abbey Church collection.

MAY

The Coronation of the Virgin Mary
On the southern side of the Abbey Church is a small rectangular panel
titled the Coronation of the Virgin. The panel shows God the Father
seated on the right and God the Son seated on the left, in a window
alcove. The Dove of the Holy Spirit hovers in the top centre. The Virgin
Mary kneels in the centre.
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This panel from Germany has major international historical, aesthetic
and technical significance. It is marked with the date 1526; this is itself
very unusual. It has retained its integrity and is virtually complete
apart from some minor cracking. The panel shows exceptionally rich
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19 Confraternity Meeting artist. The panel also possesses major spiritual
significance as a work of religious illustration of
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Many stained glass windows show saints or
Christian motifs. The most important saint was
Mary, the earthly mother of Jesus Christ. Her
importance is emphasised by her position between God the Father and God the Son, while
the third person of the Trinity, the Holy Spirit,
10 Quiet garden hovers as a dove overhead.
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23 Vigil of Divine Father
7.15pm
24 Festival of the Divine Father Services 6.30am;12
noon; 7.15pm

Sympathy Steve O’Connell and Ted Parker (7th May), Bob Nelson (11th
May), and Joyce Clarke (29th May)- May all these families, relations and
friends feel a sense of peace as they pass through these anniversaries.

JOIN US IN PRAYER
Please pray for Patrick Goos, Marion Lewer, Rob Bettridge,
Wayne Torrens, Christine Hann, Annabelle Taylor, Jan le Motte

You can’t see the sunrise by looking to the west.
EVERYONE NEEDS SOMEONE……………..An elderly couple walked into a fast food restaurant.

The little old man walked up to the counter, ordered the food, paid and took the tray back to
the table where the little old lady sat. On the tray was a hamburger, a small bag of fries and a
drink.
Carefully the old man cut the hamburger in two and divided the fries into two neat piles. He
sipped the drink and passed it to the little old lady, who took a sip and passed it back. A
young man at a nearby table had watched the old couple and felt sorry for them. He offered
to buy them another meal, but the old man politely declined, saying that they were used to
sharing everything. The old man began to eat his food, but his wife sat still, not eating. The young man continued to
watch the couple. He still felt he should be offering to help. As the little old man finished eating, the old lady had still not
started on her food. “Ma’am, why aren’t you eating?” asked the young man sympathetically. The old lady looked up and
said politely “I’m waiting for the teeth” We all need help from someone…..

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE FAIR
College Fair 28 May - Everyone is most welcome to attend our
annual College Fair. Parking and entry is free! There will be lots of
stalls with homemade cakes, jams and sweets, Asian food and
curries, wraps and lots more. There will be entertainment all day,
Devonshire teas or coffee to enjoy, as well as hot popcorn, slushies,
snow cones and fairy floss if you want to go back to your childhood!
There will be lots of interesting static displays vintage cars and lots
more to see and do! See you there!!!

Congratulations to

GLAD CAVANAGH
who is turning 100 on 21st May.
Glad is an inspiration to us all and we send
her our love and prayers for a very happy
celebration of this awesome milestone!

This year National Day of Thanks is Saturday
28th May. Australians are asked to thank all
those people working in Medicine and Health
Care. Also those working in areas of medical
research such as cancer, stroke and heart
disease, mental illness and genetic disease.
Don’t forget to pray for those people who care
for our elderly family members and those
working in rehabilitation centers. Take time on
this day to thank God for the unsung Heroes in
your life . Tell someone they’re special.

Quiet Garden
Friday 10 June at 9.30 am
Facilitator - Judith Kennedy
A Quiet Garden is not a display garden. It is a place for anyone wanting to draw aside from
their busy lives for a moment just to rest, think, pray, reflect, meditate or simply “be”.
We use the beautiful grounds around the Abbey Church and seek to understand what the
garden is saying to us in our spiritual journey.
The Quiet Garden commences at
9.30am with morning tea on the
Abbey verandah. You and your
friends are invited to our first
Quiet Garden experience themed
“How does God speak to you in
the garden” which will commence at 10.30am after our
shared morning tea.
Come along and spend some time
meeting new people, gathering
together in fellowship and prayer, and perhaps encountering the
‘divine’ so that we can learn to
see the world in which we live as

a place where Heaven and Earth exist side by side Quiet places... HOW DO WE ENCOUN-

TER GOD IN NATURE?

ALL ARE WELCOME

Please bring something for Morning Tea to share . The Abbey Church 1-63 The Abbey Place
Caboolture For more information please call 54951565 or email
stmichael’schurch@bigpond.com

On Monday 3rd may, Sr Lucy and John celebrated
their engagement with their friends and family.
We extend our Congratulations to them
at this important time in their lives.

The Abbey Church
Please complete this form to help us keep our Congregation contact records up to date.
We are also asking if you would be happy for us to include you in our Birthday acknowledgments,
photos, videos and various write ups in the Church Epistle, Church website, Church Facebook page
etc? Where names are used it would only be your Christian name that would be published.
We are enthusiastic about expanding the reach of our wonderful Church and it’s dedicated community. If you have any suggestions or questions please feel welcome to have a chat to Sr. Veronica.
Name:
Address:
Postal Address: (if different from home)
Home Telephone:

Mobile Telephone:

Email:
Birthday:
Media Consent:
( ) YES ( ) NO

Do you give permission for your name to be used in the Church Epistle, Church website and
Church facebook page?

( ) YES ( ) NO

Do you give permission for your image to be used in photo or video format in the Church
Epistle, Church website and Church facebook page?

( ) YES ( ) NO

Do you give permission for your birthday month to be acknowledged in the Church Epistle,
Church website and Church facebook page?

Sunday Services
9.30am Holy Communion
6.45pm Evensong
9.15am Sunday School (1st and 3rd
Sun)

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
We extend our well wishes to all the
congregation members who
celebrate their birthday in May!

T H E A B B E Y C H U R C H ( at St. Michael’s )
Anybody wishing to become actively involved in the
Community is welcome to make enquiries by contacting the
Church.
A DDRESS:
T EL:
E MAIL:
W EB:
FB:

1 - 6 3 The Abbey Place, Caboolture Qld 4510
07-5495 1565
stmichaelschurch@bigpond.com
www.abbeychurch.com.au
T H E A B B E Y C O M M U N I T Y . C A B O O LT U R E

