The Abbey Church Epistle
OCTOBER 2015

We have just celebrated the three Sundays of All Souls, All Saints
and Michael and All Angels. We have learnt that we are all
connected and form part of that great chain of beings that stretch
from earth to Heaven - that wondrous spiritual ladder that Jacob
saw in his dream, with Angels ascending and descending bringing
Gods message to us all.

OCTOBER
11 Sunday Services
13 Church BBQ
14 Morning of Prayer 9.30am

15 Benediction 7.15pm
17 Church Camp (17th & 18th)
I think that it was appropriate on the first Sunday of October when 19 The Abbey Church Guild 7.15pm
we considered the upper rungs of that ladder particularly all 24 AM Friends Lunch & Floor Talk
Angels, that we are privileged to look down to the humbler 25 Sunday Services
creatures of this amazing world in which we live, and praise God 25 Festival of Christ the King
(special sung service 6.45pm)
for His works mighty and small. With all our much vaunted
superior knowledge we can only just begin to comprehend the 29 Benediction 7.15pm
wonder of it all.

Last Sunday was St Francis’ day, that Saint who called the birds
and animals his sisters and brothers. We had our Pet Service in
the Church when we asked a blessing on all our faithful friends
who give freely their companionship and unconditional love to us.
What lessons of humility, faithfulness, and love we can learn from
our humbler kin. They also have the ability to lift our spirits and
put a smile on our faces and laughter in the air.

NOVEMBER (Quick look ahead)
8
11
12
14

Church BBQ
Morning of Prayer 9.30am
Benediction 7.15pm
AM Friends Trivia Night

16 The Abbey Church Guild 7.15pm
18 Anniversary of Reverend Mother’s
passing (2012)
To come home after a few days away and to be greeted by a dog, 25 Confraternity Christmas Break-up
frantic with joy to see you, is an
28 A Medieval Christmas
experience all people should
29 Advent Sunday

have. You will never forget it!
How some can say animals
have no souls is something I
cannot understand. Own a dog
or another pet for a year of two
and you will soon change your
mind. The poem on page 4
says it all.
Spring time blessings to you
all, Fr George.

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
We extend our well wishes to
the congregation members who
celebrate their birthday in October!

Sunday Services
9.30am Holy Communion
6.45pm Evensong
9.15am Sunday School (1st / 3rd Sun)

We can do no great things, only small things with great love. Mother Teresa

CHURCH NEWS

Renovations - During last month the asbestos roof of the church
was replaced using the $30,000.00 received from a successful
Gaming Fund grant from the Gambling Community Benefit Fund.
This grant was applied for by the Abbey Church Guild. Our thanks
to Br Edward for organizing and managing this project through its
challenging moments of rain when we least wanted it! The Church
roof will now provide many years of protection and safety!


Services - For the month of September we’ve had 3 Baptisms, 1
Funeral and 1 Wedding.



RIP - This month we remember Norman Verity who passed away
on 2nd October at 100 years old! Norman’s wife Margaret comes to
Church with her daughter and son in law Lenny Rogers.



Pet Service - Last Sunday being 4 October and St
Francis day, the annual pet service was held in
Church. It was lovely to see so many pets being
brought along for their blessing from Fr George. The
Service is a special one at which we sing the hymn
attributed to St Francis ‘All Creatures of Our God and
King’ and also a rousing hymn called the ‘Bendiciti
Omini Opera’ which thanks God for all His marvellous
creation.



All Souls - “We see a hearse; we think sorrow. We see a grave; we think despair. We hear of a
death; we think of a loss. Not so in heaven. When heaven sees a breathless body, it sees the
vacated cocoon & the liberated butterfly.” This year we celebrated our All Souls Eucharist Service
on 20th September in a special way. Everyone was invited to light a tea light/s in remembrance
of their loved one/s who they were thinking of particularly at this Service. Next year we will be
encouraging our congregation to bring along some photos as well. Look out for information about
this in our next year’s newsletter. It will come along all too quickly!!



Church Camp - This annual event is held for the congregation to share some social time
together. Anyone is most welcome to come up on the Saturday
for a chat. We have a shared BBQ dinner and join in with the
guitars to sing some songs and have some fun together. If you’d
like to come along to our outside Communion Service on the
Sunday morning please feel very welcome as well. Sr Veronica
and Fr George will be at Church that morning to welcome our
Sunday congregation members.



Spring Service - On the first Sunday in Spring we shared our
communion Service together in the cool and shade outside the
front of the church. It was a delightful Spring day and everyone
seems to enjoy being outside enjoying the feeling of Spring in the
air.

Everyday may not be good, but there is good in everyday. Anon
CHRIST THE KING FESTIVAL
The Evening Service, held on Sunday, 25 October at 6.45pm is a
special sung service which has been sung for over 80 years by
members of the Confraternity. We provide booklets so you can read
the words throughout the Service.
Let’s keep praying for the Return of Christ the King to our earth so that peace in one’s heart can
once more be experienced by all peoples.

St. Francis of Assisi
Lord, make me an instrument of your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me sow love.
Where there is injury, pardon.
Where there is doubt, faith.
Where there is despair, hope.
Where there is darkness, light.
Where there is sadness, joy.
O Divine Master, grant that I may not so
much seek to be consoled, as to console; to
be understood, as to understand; to be
loved, as to love. For it is in giving that we
receive. It is in pardoning that we are
pardoned, and it is in dying that we are born
to Eternal Life. Amen.
(Attributed to St Francis)





The patron of Animals and Birds
Born: 1181 at Assisi, Umbria, Italy
Memorial Day / Feast Day: October 4th
Date of Death: Saint
Francis of Assisi died
in 1226

A man, heart breaking from the pain and injustice all around him, once stood
before God and cried “Dear God, look at all this distress, this suffering, this
anguish. Why don’t You send help?” And God replied, “I did send help. I sent
you.!” Let us all continue to pray for peace in our world particularly those who
are refugees and homeless.

When God made the earth and sky, the flowers and the trees,
He then made the animals and all the birds and bees,
And when His work was finished no one was quite the same,
He said “I’ll walk this earth of mine and give each one a name.”
And so he travelled land and sea and everywhere he went,
A little creature followed Him until its strength was spent,
When all were named upon the earth and in the sky and sea,
The little creature said “Dear Lord there’s no name left for me.”
The Father smiled and softly said “I’ve left you to the end,
I’ve turned my own name back to front and named you
DOG my friend.”

Benediction (Alt Thursdays)
Latin Service surrounded by candlelight 7.15pm.
Morning of Prayer
Second Wednesday of each month? 9.30am.

Once again we will be wrapping
Christmas presents at North
Lakes Shopping Centre for 10
days before Christmas.
If you are able to help out by
putting your name down on the
roster, it would be appreciated.
If you have family members or
friends who would also like to
help out and share the load and
bring the Christmas spirit to many
shoppers, please let us know.
The funds will be equally shared
with the Abbey Museum who will
provide helpers as well.

JOIN US IN
PRAYER

From the Abbey Church Guild
The Guild raises funds to further the ministry of your church. To
keep this little ship sailing, the following information is provided for
the month of: August: Income $165.00, Expenditure $439.36
The Abbey Church Guild Inc utilises all income raised for:
 Maintenance and improvement of the Church and Hall
 Provision of consumables, vestments etc for the Church
 Pastoral humanitarian assistance to individuals
 Promotion of social interaction and Christian fellowship
 Charitable assistance to the wider community

Please pray for
Patrick & Cecilia
Goos, Lindy Whitchurch,
Malcolm Reeves, Siena
Morgan, Janny Eiser, Faith
Robinson, Brian Pope, Marie
Gasson, Sandra Giebert, Jan le
Mottee, Arthur & Connie Hurst
and Maria & Bob Janse.

T H E A B B E Y C H U R C H ( at St. Michael’s )
Anybody wishing to become actively involved in the Community is
welcome to make enquiries by contacting the Church.
A DDRESS:
T EL:
E MAIL:
W EB:

1 - 6 3 The Abbey Place, Caboolture Qld 4510
07-5495 1565
Facebook stmichaelschurch@bigpond.com
Coming soon!
www.abbeychurch.com.au

