
MAY 2015 

The month of May has a long interesting history, and has been 
associated with Mary the Mother of Jesus as a special time of 
devotion to her for many years. I find it interesting that the second 
Sunday in May is kept as a day when we remember all mothers, 
perhaps reflecting that connection with her who was the earthly 
Mother of a child born to be our Saviour and King. 
  

Tradition tells us Mary was present at the Ascension, and also 
Whitsunday, both special days falling within this month, and she 
most certainly became highly revered in the Church, because of the 
obvious lack of a feminine aspect of God to worship in a society that 
was patriarchal in nature. Women played a far greater part in the 
early church than is oftentimes realised, but unfortunately as time 
went on the male dominated culture of the times relegated them to a 
back seat in the church, and apart from some notable exceptions, 
that is where they stayed. There was no room for a Mothering side of 
God in an all male Trinity and all male Church. And so Our Lady 
came to fulfil that role, and as time went on the adoration of Mary 
caused great divisions in the Church. 
 

In our Church here at St. Michael's we understand that in some 
marvellous way Mary was the earthly shadow or representative of 
the Mothering side of God and there are many references in our 
Bible to that comforting thought. Think of those beautiful words of 
Isaiah "As one whom his mother comforteth, so will I comfort you" 
Isaiah 66 verse 13.  And that we are made in the image of God, male 
and female, is there right at the beginning of the Bible story. 
 

In some strange mystical sense our journey mirrors Our Lady. For as 
she bore the Christ Child and brought forth to the world the 
Everlasting Light so we too have the Christ within us; and we must 
bring that Holy Child to birth. May the Light within us be so 
strengthened by the Holy Spirit that it dispels all darkness and 
illusions and brings us to the Eternal Light. 
 
May this month of May bless you with inner Peace. 

 
Fr. George 
 

MAY 

3 Sunday Services 

3 Church BBQ 

9 Pot Luck Dinner & Trivia 

10 Mother’s Day 

13 Chamber of Com. Medieval Banquet 

13 Women’s Morning of Prayer 9.30am 

14 Benediction 7.15pm 

14 Early Communion 5.30am 

14 Ascension Thursday 

17 Ascension Sunday 

18 The Abbey Church Guild 7.15pm 

21 Confraternity Meeting 

24 Sunday Services 

24 Whitsunday 

28 Benediction 7.15pm 

30 College Fair 

31 Trinity Sunday 

 

JUNE (quick look ahead) 

14 Phantom Breakfast 

23 Vigil of Divine Father 7.15pm 

24 Festival of the Divine Father 

27 Abbey Medieval Banquet 

A special welcome to all those who are attending our church for the first time.  

Sunday Services  
  9.30am   Holy Communion 
  6.45pm   Evensong 
  9.15am   Sunday School (1st and 3rd Sun) 

      The Abbey Church Epistle 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 

We extend our well wishes 
to all the congregation members who 

celebrate their birthday in May! 



Benediction  

(Alt Thursdays) 
 

Looking for 

spiritual time out?  
 

Benediction allows 

you to enjoy 

listening to or 

singing the Latin 

Service surrounded 

by candlelight in 

the Church - 

7.15pm. 

 

Sunday School 

At Sunday School 

the children learn 

the teaching of 

Jesus, his life, 

miracles and 

parables through 

games, stories and 

activities.  

Starts at 9.15am. 

 

Women’s Morning 

of Prayer 
 

Are you free on the 

second Wednesday 

of each month?  
 

Come along for an 

hour of  prayer 

and sharing with 

us - 9.30am. 
 

Fr George 

accompanies our 

singing on his 

guitar and there’s 

a shared morning 

tea afterwards.  

THE ABBEY CHURCH GUILD  

The Guild raises funds to further the ministry of your church.   
To keep this little ship sailing, the following information is provided for the month 
of March:  
Income $ 363.38  
Expenditure $ 326.10 

CHURCH NEWS 
 

 Weddings/Baptisms/Funerals - For the month of April we’ve had 6 

Baptisms and 2 Weddings and 1 Funeral.  

 Anniversaries - Please pray for those whose anniversary of their passing 

occur this month.  Steve O’Connell and Ted Parker (7th May), Bob Nelson 

(11th May), and  Joyce Clarke (29th May). 

 Sympathy - We send our love, prayers and sympathy to Yvonne Jones on 

the sad passing of her brother Graham Lynn who passed away 12 April in 

England.  May all his family, relations and friends feel a sense of peace and 

comfort during this difficult time of loss. 

Be the change you wish to see in the world! Anon. 

My Mother Kept A Garden  

My Mother kept a garden, a garden of the heart. 

She planted all the good things, that gave my life it's start.  

She turned me to the sunshine, and encouraged me to dream. 

Fostering and nurturing, the seeds of self-esteem...  

And when the winds and rain came, she protected me enough. 

But not too much because she knew, I'd need to stand up strong and tough.  

Her constant good example, always taught me right from wrong.  

Markers for my pathway, that will last a lifetime long.  

I am my Mother's garden, I am her legacy.  

And I hope today she feels the love, reflected back from me.  

Author Unknown 



You can tell how big a person is by what it takes to discourage him.  Anon 

GUEST VISITOR IN THE CHURCH  

During Fr George’s morning sermon on Easter Sunday a strange thing happened!  A 

butcherbird flew in the organ door and ‘zoomed’ up to the centre aisle and flew 

straight down the aisle and out the front door.  We were all surprised and Fr George 

made some comment only to find that a few minutes later the very same bird came 

back via the front door and seemed to be ‘coming’ straight towards Fr George, when 

it suddenly turned to fly out the organ door.  It stopped by the organ and hopped around for a while and 

then flew onto the brick wall outside.  Now for anyone who knew Reverend Mother would know that a 

butcherbird had befriended her for a while before she had passed away.   Reverend Mother called the bird 

‘tweeky’ and this little feathered creature used to come along to most morning teas, alone at first and then 

over the past two years with her ‘family’.  Perhaps ‘tweeky’ had a message for us all! 

ST. MICHAEL’S COLLEGE FAIR 

College Fair 30 May -  Everyone is most welcome to attend our annual College 

Fair.  Parking and entry is free!  There will be lots of stalls with homemade cakes, 

jams and sweets, Asian food and curries, wraps and lots more.  There will be 

entertainment all day, Devonshire teas or coffee to enjoy, as well as hot popcorn, 

slushies, snow cones and fairy floss if you want to go back to your childhood!  

There will be lots of interesting static displays including Bribie’s Orchid Society, 

demonstrations by local woodcrafters, many vintage cars and model planes and lots more to see and do!  

See you there!!!  

DAME JULIAN OF NORWICH - 8th MAY  
 

Julian of Norwich famous for her quote ‘All shall be well, and all manner of 
things shall be well” 
 

Her writing Revelations of Divine Love were mystical revelations that 
came to Julian during a life threatening illness that led her, at around age 
30, to turn her back on the world and live out the rest of her life as a holy 
woman.  Rather than entering a convent, which was more typical of the 
time, Julian entered a small cell, a side building attached to the St. Julian and Edwards Church of 
Norwich, where she remained until she died.  The following is a typical summary of her everyday cell life. 

 

Julian would have had three windows in her cell or 
anchorage.  The window called the Squint was to open into the 
church so that the anchoress could receive communion and 
follow the church services. The second window provided access 
to her attendant who would deliver food and remove any waste. 
The third window provided visitors with the means to talk to 
Julian asking for her advice and prayers. Many people visited 
Julian of Norwich. Not just the local villages but other important 
Medieval people of the Middle Ages seeking her advice and 
comfort. 



ASCENSION 
The Ascension of Our Lord, celebrates the day that Christ, in the presence of His 
apostles, ascended bodily into Heaven. The Ascension occurred on the 40th day of 
Easter, so it falls on a Thursday, and thus is often called Ascension Thursday.  We will 
be celebrating this feast day, with early morning Communion at 5.30am. 
 

PENTECOST SUNDAY 
Pentecost Sunday or Whitsunday falls this year on May 19. Unlike Easter and 
Christmas, when colourful eggs, Easter bunnies, Christmas trees and Santa 
Claus are harbingers of the upcoming Christian holidays, there are no such 
social markers by secular society ahead of Pentecost. 
 

1. Pentecost Sunday marks the day when the Holy Spirit descended upon the Apostles. 
2. Pentecost Sunday occurs 50 days after Easter. 
3. The Bible records Pentecost in Acts 2:1-13. 
4. Pentecost comes 10 days after the Ascension of Jesus Christ. 
5. Pentecost fulfils Jesus' promise to send the "Counsellor" and "Spirit of Truth" in John 16-5-15. 
6. Pentecost launches the large-scale spreading of the Gospel after Jesus' Ascension. Acts 2:41 
records that after Peter spoke to the crowd after receiving the Holy Spirit, some 3,000 people were 
baptized. 
7. Jews also celebrate Pentecost, as what we would refer to ‘A Harvest 
Festival’. In later years it was also identified with God giving the Ten 
Commandments on Mount Sinai 50 days after the Exodus. 
 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
Trinity Sunday is dedicated to the Christian belief in the Trinity – Father, Son 
and Holy Spirit – and falls on the Sunday following Pentecost each year. 

T HE  AB BE Y CH URC H ( at St. Michael’s ) 
 

Anybody wishing to become actively involved in the 
Community is welcome to make enquiries by contacting the 
Church. 
 

A DDRESS :  1 - 63  The Abbey Place, Caboolture Qld 4510 
TEL :    07- 5495 1565  
E MAIL :   stmichaelschurch@bigpond.com   
W EB :   www.abbeychurch.com.au 
FB :    Coming Soon 

JOIN US IN PRAYER 

Please pray for Lindy Whitchurch, Bob Ferraro, Leni Ruygrok and Wayne Torrens. 

http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/Ascension.htm
http://catholicism.about.com/od/holydaysandholidays/p/What_Is_Easter.htm


The Abbey Church 
 

  

  

Please complete this form to help us keep our Congregation contact records up to date. 
We are also asking if you would be happy for us to include you in our Birthday acknowledgments, 
photos, videos and various write ups in the Church Epistle, Church website, Church Facebook page 
etc?  Where names are used it would only be your Christian name that would be published. 
  
We are enthusiastic about expanding the reach of our wonderful Church and it’s dedicated commu-
nity.  If you have any suggestions or questions please feel welcome to have a chat to Sr. Veronica. 
  

  
Name: 

  
Address: 

  
Postal Address: (if different from home) 

  
Home Telephone:                                                      Mobile Telephone: 

  
Email: 

  
Birthday: 

  
Media Consent:  
 

(   ) YES   (   ) NO 
  
  
(   ) YES   (   ) NO 
  
  
(   ) YES   (   ) NO 
 
  

 

Do you give permission for your name to be used in the Church Epistle, Church website and 
Church facebook page? 
  
Do you give permission for your image to be used in photo or video format in the Church          
Epistle, Church website and Church facebook page? 
  
Do you give permission for your birthday month to be acknowledged in the Church Epistle, 
Church website and Church facebook page? 
  

  

Suggestions and feedback: 
If you have any suggestions on ways we can improve our wordly presence please let us know. 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 
 
……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………  


