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FEBRUARY 

8       Sunday Services 

11 Women’s Morning 

12 Confraternity Meeting 

14 Sunday Services 

17 Shrove Tuesday 

18 Ash Wednesday  

         (Early Morning Communion) 

17 Benediction 

24     Lent Meditation 

25     Early Communion 

21 Sunday Services 

22 Sunday Services 

 

MARCH (quick look ahead) 

3 Lent Meditation 

4 Early Communion 

5 Benediction 

8 Church BBQ 

9 Lent Meditation 

10 Early Communion 

11 Women’s Morning 

14     Abbey Museum Trivia Night 

21     BUS TRIP (Details inside) 

28     Pot Luck Dinner & Trivia 

February 2015 

A special welcome to all those who are attending our church for the first time.  

Sunday Services  
  9.30am   Holy Communion 
  6.45pm   Evensong 
  9.15am   Sunday School (1st and 3rd Sun) 

In the old Roman calendar, February was a month of 

purification rites, as it was originally the twelfth month, and so 

was a time of preparing for the new year.  Strange then, that 

Ash Wednesday, the commencement of Lent - the Christian 

time of cleansing, purification and preparation for Easter - also 

occurs in February.  The links between us and the people of 

past times is often very apparent when we study the history of 

religion through the Ages. 

Candlemas (2nd February) when we remember Christ’s 

presentation in the Temple and Mary’s purification rite, takes 

the same timing as the old Celtic feast of Imbolc, which 

celebrates the flowers starting to break through the snow, a 

promise of Spring and new life! 

Some have argued that the Christian Church is wrong to base 

so many festivals, eg Christmas, Easter etc on ancient days of 

pre-Christian celebration.  But Christianity, in common with 

other world religions, has historic roots to the times when men 

and women worshipped the best they knew how; it is a small 

step from worshipping the sun as a God to understanding that 

the sun is but a symbol of God, the Creator who made all 

things and pours countless blessing on us all. 

Even St. Valentines Day (14 February) has its origin in an 

ancient Roman festival, but should now remind us of the 

Christian love and friendship we share with others.  As Lent 

begins on Wednesday 18th February, let us pray that the Light 

may strengthen in us - the Light which comes from He who is 

indeed the Light of the world. 

Lenten blessing! 

Fr George 



Make Lent Count ….Keep calm and Live Lent. Anon 

CHURCH NEWS 
 

 Chairs - There are still some metal chairs for sale.  They are a bargain at $5 each – sturdy but 

need a new coat of paint. 

 Weddings/Baptisms/Funerals - For the month of January we’ve had 4 Baptisms, 1Wedding and 

3 Funerals.  

 Church BBQ Thanks to all those who attended our Church BBQ.  It’s a great opportunity to share 

time with each other and meet new congregation members.  Next BBQ is on 8th March. 

We were able to send a donation of $276 to Karuna from the 
carol singing at Christmas time.  Thanks to all those singing in 

the Choir and those who supported us.  

Truly it is in the darkness that one finds the light, so when we are in sorrow,  
then this light is nearest to us.   Meister Eckhart 

THOUGHTS ON LOVE FOR VALENTINES DAY 
 
 When we feel love and kindness toward others, it not only makes others feel 

loved and cared for, but it helps us also to develop inner happiness and 
peace Dalai Lama 

 Love does not consist in gazing at each other, but looking outward together in 
the same direction.  Antoine de Saint-Exupery 

 Love cures people—both the ones who give it and the ones who receive it.  Dr Karl Menninger 
 Love is the language spoken by everybody but understood only by the heart. Anon 
 The greatest challenge in life is for someone to know all your flaws, differences and mistakes and 

still sees the BEST in you. Anon 
 Love is like the wind.  You can’t see it but you can feel it. Nicholas Sparks 

Before we say anything about anyone 

Let our words pass through three gates 

Is it true? 

Is it kind?  

Is it necessary? 



JOIN US IN PRAYER 

Prayers for Lindy 

Whitchurch, Brent 

Fitzsimons, Matthew 

Griffith, Matthew Berwick 

and Sharon Ashen. 
 

We send our love, comfort 

and sympathy to Cecily 

Thwaites on the recent 

loss of her sister Nola 

Dean.  We pray that  Nola 

may find rest and 

happiness in her new life. 
 

RIP Please pray for those 

who have anniversaries of 

their loved ones…. 

Sr Florence 28 January 

Jim Wort 6 February  

Sr Ursula 19 February 

FROM THE ABBEY CHURCH GUILD 

Progress takes time.  Those who make it look easy have worked hard over time. Anon 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY  
 

We extend our well wishes to 
all the congregation members 
who celebrate their birthday in 

February! 

Our congregation members are invited to attend the World Day of Prayer 
at St Pauls Lutheran Church on Bribie Island on Friday March 6th at 10am.   
 

The theme is Jesus said to them “Do you know what I have done to you?”   
 

The Service has been written for this occasion by the Bahamas World Day of Prayer Committee.  The 
Bahamas is an archipelago known as the Family of Islands covering one hundred thousand square 
miles!  Each year the Service is focussed on a different country—last year it was the women in Egypt.  
There's a morning tea to share after the Service as well.  



FO R EP I STL E ENQ UI R I ES  
T EL :  5495  1565  O R   

E MA IL :  stmichaelschurch@bigpond.com 

During Lent we are holding  meditation 

evenings each Tuesday at 7.15pm in 

the Church by candlelight.   Why not 

come along and enjoy some quiet 

reflection time  in preparation for the 

wonderful celebration of Easter?   

If you enjoy the early mornings we are 

holding the Eucharist service at 

5.30am each Wednesday during Lent 

as well.  Lent is a season of spiritual 

preparation, 40 days of taking stock 

and renewal.  All are welcome. 

You don’t have to tell how you live each day.   

You don’t have to say if you work or play.   

A tried and true barometer serves in the place. 

However you live it shows in your face. 

The false, the deceit that you bear in your heart. 

Will not stay inside where it first got a start. 

For sinew and blood is a thin veil of lace. 

What you wear in your heart, you wear on your face. 

If your life is unselfish, if for others you live. 

For not what you get, but how much you give. 

If you live close to God, in his infinite grace. 

You don’t have to tell, it will show on your face. 






